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Soil Carbon Industry Group Welcomes Soil Method Review Findings

The Soil Carbon Industry Group (SCIG) welcomes the release of the Australian Government's Periodic Review of the
Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative—Measurement of Soil Carbon Sequestration in Agricultural Systems)
Methodology Determination 2021 (Soil Carbon Method).

The Review marks an important step for an industry now operating across more than one million hectares of
Australian farmland. It confirms the important role for soil carbon under the Australian Carbon Credit Unit (ACCU)

Scheme and sets out a practical path for improving the Method and supporting its continued development.

SCIG Co-Chair Chris McCosker commented “This review provides an opportunity for us to build on lessons learned,
strengthen confidence in the Method, and ensure soil carbon projects can continue to deliver environmental,

economic and productivity benefits for Australian landholders.”

Review Findings and Recommendations

The Review considered whether the current Soil Carbon Method satisfies the ACCU Scheme’s six Offset Integrity
Standards (OIS); Additionality, Measurable and verifiable, Eligible carbon abatement, Evidence-based, Project

Emissions, and Conservative.

The Review found that the Method meets five of the six Offsets Integrity Standards and made four recommendations

to strengthen its compliance with the Conservativeness standard;

1. Implement a cap of three (3) tonnes of soil organic carbon (tC) per hectare per year (after method
prescribed discounts) — equivalent to approximately 11 ACCUs

2. Strengthen sampling and stratification protocols that underpin measurement, project design and assurance.

3. Restrict registration of multiple projects on the same landholding

4. Report and publish annually on collective project performance to improve data transparency across the

industry
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SCIG Co-Chair Louisa Kiely commented “Our members’ view is that the proposed cap on ACCU issuance is

pragmatic, supports continuity of the method and importantly will not shortchange landholders over the long term.”

Overall, SCIG is supportive of the Review as it recognises important role of soil carbon, the progress of the industry

and, above all, the work farmers are doing on the ground.

Industry ready to work with Government

SCIG notes the Review's call for stronger industry engagement and looks forward to working constructively with
Government, regulators and stakeholders to implement the review's recommendations to ensure the they are

practical, proportionate and effective.

SCIG acknowledges the work undertaken by Assistant Minister for Climate Change and Energy, Josh Willson; the
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW), the Emissions Reduction
Assurance Committee (ERAC), and the many stakeholders who contributed their expertise and practical experience

throughout the review process.

About Soil Carbon Projects and the Soil Carbon Industry Group

Soil carbon projects involve increasing soil organic carbon on agricultural land by resolving soil health issues,
removing crop or pasture constraints or changing stock density, intensity or duration. Australian Soil Carbon projects
offer our landholders significant co-benefits such as increased farm production and drought resilience, while

contributing to our emissions reduction goals and generating certified Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs).
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