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Australia’s Soil Carbon Industry: A Decade of Building 

Australian soil carbon has just passed one million hectares (1,005,029 ha) of farmland in active projects 

registered under the ACCU Scheme. That number did not happen overnight. In a single decade, soil carbon has 

grown from a handful of pioneering projects into a national industry that measures, verifies and rewards the work 

farmers do to rebuild the productivity, profitability and sustainability of their land. 
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Farmland in active soil carbon projects, Australia, 2015–2026. Source: Clean Energy Regulator ACCU Scheme Project Register. 

From a standing start 

In 2015 there were just six soil carbon projects registered in Australia. The science was promising but farmer 

uptake was unknown, and few believed that change in soil organic carbon could be measured reliably and 

affordably enough to credit at scale. In 2019 that changed: Australian farmers earned the world’s first soil carbon 

credits issued under a national emissions reduction scheme aligned with the Paris Agreement, a global first. 

From those beginnings, the industry has grown to 933 registered soil carbon projects spanning more than one 

million hectares (1,005,029 ha) across six states. Registrations have grown in every year since. 

Every credit has a dual outcome 

To date, 438,966 Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) have been issued from the 52 soil carbon projects 

that have reached crediting. Each unit is two outcomes in one. It is a climate outcome: one tonne of carbon 

dioxide drawn down or avoided.  Approximately 439,000 tonnes of CO2-e in total is about a full year of emissions 

from around 100,000 cars. It is also a farmer outcome: income earned by a landholder who changed how they 

manage their country, through improved grazing rotations, pasture renovation, retained ground cover and 

smarter nutrient and water management.  
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These are active management decisions that turn soil health into measured sequestration, and sequestration into 

a new line of farm income. These outcomes are tangible: the cumulative result of thousands of on-farm 

decisions, independently measured and verified. 

A national footprint 

Soil carbon projects now reach across every mainland state and Tasmania, spanning the country’s major 

agricultural systems, from grazing land (the majority of projects) to cropping country and the rangelands. 

Together they represent hundreds of distinct farming businesses. 

 

Source: Clean Energy Regulator ACCU Scheme Project Register, project centroids, as at 31 May 2026. 

An industry still in its early chapters 

Of the 933 registered projects, only 52 have so far had ACCUs issued against them. The remaining roughly 

880 are registered and working through baselining, management and the multi-year measurement cycles that 

soil carbon requires before credits can be issued. This is the defining feature of the sector today: the 

overwhelming majority of the resource that has been committed is still ahead of its first crediting event. The 

hectares are in the ground, the abatement is accumulating, and the bulk of the issuance is still to come. 
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The investment behind the industry: more than $100 million 

Establishing a soil carbon project begins with baselining: the physical soil sampling and laboratory analysis that 

sets the starting point against which all future change is measured. Industry has directed an estimated $30–40 

million into baselining the measured soil carbon asset across the 1,005,029 hectares registered. The range 

reflects variation in property size, terrain and sampling design, and it is a conservative proxy: it counts baselining 

alone, before further investment in ongoing monitoring, audit and verification each project carries. 

Importantly, this is overwhelmingly private investment by farmers and project developers, made on the 

strength of a credible, regulated measurement framework. 

Government has played it role in lowering cost and raising integrity of soil carbon measurement. The National 

Soil Carbon Innovation Challenge committed $50 million of Commonwealth funding with $12.5 million of 

industry funding to make soil carbon measurement cheaper and more accurate. That public seed funding helped 

catalyse the measurement technology and field methods now underpinning private delivery at scale: a return on 

a targeted public investment, visible in the million hectares and the projects now coming through to crediting.  

Taken together, combined public and private investment in the sector now exceeds $100 million.  

The decade ahead 

The Australian soil carbon industry has moved from proof of concept to national scale. With most registered 

projects yet to reach first issuance, the next decade is about delivery: converting committed land into credited 

outcomes for farmers and the climate, on the strength of measurement that keeps getting cheaper and more 

accurate. That next phase rests on the same foundation as the last. The confidence that drew a decade of 

investment and data is precisely what will turn it into the next generation of lower-cost, higher-integrity 

measurement. 

Sources and notes 
Sources: Clean Energy Regulator ACCU Scheme Project Register (soil carbon methods, excluding revoked), data to mid-2026. Cost figure indicative, sampling-only basis ($30–

40/ha). NSCIC funding: Australian Government (DCCEEW). Car equivalence is indicative: 427,607 t CO₂-e ÷ 4.3 t CO₂/vehicle/year = 100,000 vehicles for one year (avg. 

Australian passenger vehicle emissions ~4–4.6 t CO₂/yr, Green Vehicle Guide, greenvehicleguide.gov.au). 

 


