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Media Release: Response to Albanese Government 
2035 Targets 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  - 24 September 2025 

Soil Carbon Industry Group Welcomes Recognition of Soil Carbon in Australia’s Net Zero Pathway 

The Soil Carbon Industry Group (SCIG) today welcomed the Australian Government’s announcement of its 2035 
emissions reduction target and the release of the Agriculture and Land Sector Plan, recognising soil carbon as a 
vital component of the nation’s path to net zero. 

“Agriculture and land contribute around 20% of national emissions, but the land sector is already a net sink, 
offsetting nearly 17% of Australia’s emissions,” said Louisa Kiely, Co-Chair of SCIG. “Healthy soils are the 
foundation of resilience and prosperity — and soil carbon is Australia’s hidden climate solution.” 

The Agriculture and Land Sector Plan identifies soil carbon, alongside reforestation, savanna fire management, 
and blue carbon, as a key sequestration pathway to 2050. SCIG has called for: 

• Protection of the stand-alone soil carbon methodology and robust, science-based 
measurement and crediting standards. 

• National uptake targets — 10% of agricultural land under soil carbon projects by 2030, 30% by 
2035, 50% by 2040, and 80% by 2050 — to ensure soil carbon delivers its full potential. 

“These targets are ambitious but achievable if government, industry, and producers work together,” Kiely said. 

“Carbon drawdown begins after farmers begin new management activities. This makes project uptake the clear 
priority for integrity in Australia’s net zero pathway.” Said Duncan Farquhar CEO of SCIG. 

To galvanise action, SCIG will host Soil C Day as part of the National Carbon Farming Conference & Expo in 
November, bringing farmers, scientists, and policymakers together to turn recognition into results. 

“SCIG will use this platform to energise the sector and launch a long-term collaboration around data, research, and 
trusted soil carbon markets,” Kiely said. 
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Background figures: Soil Carbon a vital component of Australia’s path to net zero emissions. 

 

 

Soil carbon is the fastest growing method under the ACCU (Australian Carbon Credit Unit) Scheme, with 712 

registered soil carbon projects at 30 June 2025. These projects are beginning to contribute significantly to 

Australia’s emissions profile. 

 

By 30 June 2025 Australia had: 

- 34 soil carbon projects under the 2021 Soil Carbon Method of Australia's ACCU scheme with credits issued 

- These projects cover a total area of 16,415 hectares and have been issued 343,626 ACCU's. 

- The area weighted average accumulation rate of these projects is 6 ACCU's per hectare per year. 

- Experience managing crediting projects is growing exponentially amongst Australian farmers and now stands at 

140 project years. 

 

Source: SCIG Publication pending. 

 

The Soil Carbon Industry Group is the Peak Industry Body for businesses with a stake in soil carbon as a climate 

solution.  Membership applications are welcome at scig.org.au 
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