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Anna Whitton 

Director (a/g) 

Emissions Reduction | Land and Transport | Carbon Farming Outreach Program 

Ngunnawal Country, 51 Allara St, Canberra ACT 2601 Australia, GPO Box 3090 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

 

Thursday, 13 March 2025 

 

Dear Anna and the Carbon Farming Outreach team, 

Thank you for this opportunity for input. We understand you are seeking feedback on proposed content for a 

Knowledge Bank under the Carbon Farming Outreach Program (CFOP). This is the first time SCIG have been 

formally consulted on the CFOP, and we welcome the opportunity. Although we have limited capacity for a 

detailed review of the program and the Knowledge Bank materials by your deadline of 14 March 2025, we can 

provide these comments. Some brief comments have been included in the spreadsheet template provided. 

The Soil Carbon Industry Group are the peak industry body for stakeholders in the value chain for soil carbon as 

climate solution. We are an infant industry growing quickly. We represent the fastest growing segment of the 

ACCU scheme, now with 712 soil carbon projects registered.  This includes representation from firms managing 

projects for all soil carbon ACCU’s so far issued. 

SCIG members are some of the most innovative companies in the Australian economy. SCIG members are able 

to assist farmers register and manage projects under the ACCU scheme 2021 Soil Carbon Method (Carbon 

Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative—Estimation of Soil Organic Carbon Sequestration Using Measurement and 

Models) Methodology Determination 2021, 2021). Our members are science focussed, purpose driven 

businesses. Our members look to unlock the innovative potential of Australian farmers for restoration of 

functioning landscapes and carbon drawdown. 

There is a large opportunity for Australian farmers both in terms of productivity and in terms of income from soil 

carbon offsets aligned with the Paris agreement under the Framework Convention on Climate Change.  

Dimensions of this opportunity are in the order of 5-10,000 million tonnes. This value of this opportunity is 

measured in hundreds of billions of dollars.  The productivity dividend would be in the order of a doubling of 

agricultural output or more.  Re-carbonising the soil is an act of nature repair.  We are at a unique period of world 

history for a highly beneficial alignment of these opportunities. 

SCIG would like to emphasise a carbon farming knowledge that starts with soil and especially soil biology. 99% 

of the worlds biomass is in soil (Blakemore, 2024). New knowledge on what is possible is coming from the 

crediting soil carbon projects.  The number of these has increased from 14 to 26 since November last year. The 

average crediting rate of these projects is 5.8 ACCU’s per hectare per year. SCIG have a paper in preparation 

with some detail of these crediting projects which could be made available when published.  

SCIG are concerned about a policy contradiction.  Knowledge providers who are not involved in the Soil Carbon 

Method tend to over-emphasise the risks involved in participation in the ACCU scheme.  The necessity and 

urgency of climate action may not yet be cutting through to Australian farmers.  The opportunity in terms of 

productivity from soil carbon is not clear for advisors who have not achieved these gains or seen them.  The path 
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to revenue seems complex for advisors who have not had ACCU’s issued.  SCIG and our members can help 

bridge this gap between risk and opportunity. 

SCIG and SCIG members will look to run events.  A significant focus of these events will be to present 

information to overcome risks and unlock the opportunities.  These events will include information from the 

crediting projects, understanding the biological dynamics of carbon farming and innovation to accelerate gains 

from carbon farming.  SCIG would also be willing to partner with events if resources were available.  These 

events could help shift the focus from risk to opportunity. 

Resources permitting, I would like to partner with the department in an annual coordination effort for the carbon 

farming industry. This would build on my own experience with the wine extension and innovation network.  

https://npirdef.org/strategy/21/Wine/ Three annual gatherings should be sufficient to get the outreach program 

aligned.  Especially as the new crediting data is coming through quickly. 

SCIG would like to develop a roadmap for soil carbon to align stakeholders for a 'team Australia' approach to 

building the skills and aspirations required for this transformation.  To this end we have made an application for 

funds under the Future Drought Fund Resilient Landscape Program in collaboration with KPMG and the Soil 

CRC.  Alternatively, this road mapping work could be completed under the next stage of the CFOP or as a 

separate initiative, if funds allowed. 

SCIG also encourage high level conversations at the departmental and ministerial levels to align on the current 

necessity and opportunity. This is particularly important as your program transitions from DCCEEW to DAFF.  

Building on the successes the program has had within DCCEEW and aligning with SCIG can help inspire the 

innovative spirit of Australian farmers. Differences in departmental approaches would not be helpful. Continued 

over-emphasis on risk would not be helpful. A high level ‘team Australia’ attitude to seizing the soil carbon 

opportunity can complement the growing farmer level successes. 

Thankyou again for opportunity for input into a program which has a strong impact on our industry.  I would be 

pleased to continue discussions and move forward with a ‘team Australia’ approach to carbon faming. 

Regards 

 

Duncan Farquhar 
Chief Executive Officer 
Duncan.J.Farquhar@outlook.com 
0438585148 
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