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0404 Why should I do a soil 
carbon project?  

Approximately 1,500 billion tonnes of carbon is 
stored in all the worlds’ soils, more than in the 
atmosphere and vegetation combined. When carbon 
is stored in the soil, carbon dioxide or greenhouse 
gases are absorbed from the atmosphere (University 
of Exeter, 2022).

While estimates of sequestration potential to 
Australian soil vary, there is agreement that the 
opportunity to increase sequestration is large.  For 
example in July 2021, former Deputy Prime Minister 
John Anderson published an article with Professor 
Robin Batterham (former chief scientist and emeritus 
professor at Melbourne University) suggesting 
that “targeting 65 million hectares of ideally-suited 
cropping and pastoral land will result in 103 million 
tonnes of CO2 equivalent being sequestered every 
year until 2050. Adding in rehabilitation of Australia’s 
200 million hectares of overgrazed rangelands will 
mean 100 million more tonnes per year of CO2 
equivalent being sequestered.

That is 200 million tonnes per year of CO2 equivalent 
being removed from the atmosphere for many years to 
come1”. 

Sequestering carbon in soils and plants will also provide 
soil health benefits to a farming operation. These 
benefits could include: 

	R Increased water and nutrient retention

	R Improved productivity of plants growth and crops

	R Increased carrying capacity of livestock

	R Reduced soil erosion and sediment loss

	R More resilience to effects of drought and flood 

Finally, ACCUs may assist farmers in preparing for 
potential future industrial or policy changes. Proponents 
may retain their ACCUs for their own purposes to suit 
their needs, such building their farm asset value or 
business balance sheet. 

Farmers and proponents should seek professional 
financial advice regarding their use of ACCUs. 

1 John Anderson & Robin Batterham 2021, We’re at ground zero 
on carbon emissions targets, The Australian, John Anderson 
website,10 July 2021

For more information, please see FACT SHEET: 
1 What is a soil carbon project?  
2 How does a soil carbon project generate ACCUs?   
3 How can soil carbon actually be increased?  
5 A farmer’s guide to soil carbon farming
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