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0202 How does a soil carbon project 
generate ACCUs? 

Figure 1: Participating in the ACCU Scheme  (CER,2021)

A project proponent will be issued one ACCU for 
every tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent stored in 
the soils. The proponent’s net carbon abatement 
will be converted into a carbon dioxide equivalent 
to determine ACCU issuance and the calculations 
confirmed by an independent audit and the CER. 

Net carbon abatement is calculated by measuring 
or modeling a change in the soil organic content 

(or carbon stocks) in the proponent’s project and 
comparing it to the baseline. It excludes increases 
in project emissions. Baseline soil sampling 
estimates the soil carbon levels (or carbon stocks) 
at the beginning of the project. Additional sampling 
rounds are conducted every one -to-five years for the 
measurement approach or partial samples for the 
modeling approach.

A soil carbon project registered with the Clean Energy Regulator (CER) 
may undertake Eligible Activies to increase soil carbon stored in soils and 
claim Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs or carbon credits).

Figure 2: Net carbon abatement in soil (CER, 2021).

For more information, please see FACT SHEET: 
1 What is a soil carbon project?  
3 How can soil carbon actually be increased?  
4 Why should I do a soil carbon project? 
5 A farmer’s guide to soil carbon farming


