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0101 What is a soil carbon project? 

A soil carbon project must follow the methodology  
or a set of rules. In Australia there are rules governed 
by legislation.  

A soil carbon project registered with the Clean 
Energy Regulator (CER) aims to store additional 
carbon in agricultural soils.  This has the effect 
of reducing the level of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere. 

A project proponent or owner (a landholder, business 
or community), must choose a new or material 
different eligible activity that will increase the soil 
organic carbon (SOC) in the soil. 

A new Eligible Activity, chosen from the approved 
list, must not have been performed in the previous 
five years on the project area to meet the “new” 
eligibility criteria. Activities need to be undertaken 
for the duration of the project’s permanence period 
(lifetime). The proponent can choose a permanence 
period of  25 or 100 years. 

The proponent will be issued one Australian Carbon 
Credit Unit (ACCU) for every tonne of carbon dioxide 
equivalent emissions stored or avoided and must 
meet general and land eligibility requirements. 

Eligible Activities 

	R applying nutrients to the land in the form of 
synthetic or non-synthetic fertiliser to address 
material deficiencies 

	R altering the stocking rate, duration or intensity of 
grazing

	R applying lime or other ameliorants to remediate 
acidic soils 	R retain stubble after a crop is harvest

	R applying gypsum to manage  sodic or magnesic 
soils

	R converting from intensive tillage practices to 
reduced or no tillage practices 

	R undertaking new irrigation 	R modifying landscape or landform features to 
remediate land

	R re-establishing or rejuvenating a pasture by 
seeding establishing or pasture cropping

	R using mechanical means  to add or redistribute 
soil through the soil profile 

	R establishing, and permanently maintaining, a 
pasture where there’s previously no or limited 
pasture

	R using legume species in a cropping or pasture 
system

	R using a cover crop to promote soil vegetation 
cover or improve soil health or both

Figure 1: Approved list of Eligible Activities under the 2021 Soil Carbon CER Methodology 

For more information, please see FACT SHEET: 
2 How does a soil carbon project generate ACCUs?   
3 How can soil carbon actually be increased?  
4 Why should I do a soil carbon project? 
5 A farmer’s guide to soil carbon farming

https://cer.gov.au/schemes/australian-carbon-credit-unit-scheme/accu-scheme-methods/estimating-soil-organic-carbon-sequestration-using-measurement-and-models-method

